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A comparative study of some of the most prominent
Ramayanams

RaamOpaakhyaanam - Sree Mahaa Bhaaratham
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RaamOpaakhyaanam
Background and circumstances:

This RaamOpaakhyaanam is in RaamOpaakhyaana Parvvam within Vana
Parvvam of Sree MahaaBhaaratham. In Kunjikuttan Thampuran’s
Malayalam translation it is from Chapter 273 to Chapter 292 with total
number of seven hundred fifty-nine (759) stanzas. In original Sankrit Text it
is from Chapter 271 to Chapter 290.

As Paandavaas staying at Ganddhamaadhana mountain during their exile,
one day they all except Ddhaumya Maharshi, their Kula Guru, and
Paanjchaali went out for hunting. During that time Jayadhratthan abducts
Paanjchaali. Having seen some bad omens, the Paandavaas return and
not finding Paanjchaali at the asylum they all went out to look for her. They
caught hold of Jayadhratthan and releases Paanjchaali. At the command of
Yuddhishttiran, Bheeman and Arjjunan released Jayadhratthan also but
disfiguring his head by shaving his hair and thus defaming him.

This commentary is based on Sree Mahaa Bhaaratham. As
Ddharmmaputhrar was thinking of his miserable fate and the hardships he
and his brothers along with Paanjchaali have to undergo, Maarkkandeya
Maharshi reached there. After performing due reception and worship,
Ddharmmaputhran asked Maarkkandeya Maharshi whether there are any
royal kings or even any other person who has to undergo such miserable



hardships in life. Maarkkandeyan consoles Ddharmmaputhrar by narrating
the story of Sree Raaman.

This commentary is based on RaamOpaakhyaanam of Sree Mahaa
Bhaaratham by Kodungallur Kunjikkuttan Thampuraan. It is only seven
hundred fifty-nine Slokams or stanzas. So relatively it is very small. Only
most relevant portions of Raamaayanam are stated here. It is interesting to
note that Ddharmmaputhrar asks who Raaman is, what is his dynasty, what
is his prowess, why he became enemy of Raavanan, etc.

| shall be providing here only major differences noticed in this story.

In the birth of Raaman, Lakshmanan, etc. there is no difference. But in the
case of Raavanan, etc. there are differences.

According to Vaalmeeki Raamayanam, Visravas was born to Pulasthya
Maharshi on Maanini, the daughter of Thrinabindhu. Whereas according to
RaamOpaakhyaanam of Sree Mahaa Bhaaratham Vaisravanan was born
to ‘Govu’ or Cow. And abandoning his father Pulasthyan, Vaisravanan went
to Brahmadhevan. It was Brahmadhevan who brought up Vaisravanan.
Brahmadhevan blessed Vaisravanan with Amarathvam or immortality,
Ddhanesathvam or Lordship of wealth and treasures, Lokapaalathvam or
Leadership of world direction, Siva-Vezhcha or Friendship and alliance of
Lord Sivan, a son Nalakoobaran, kingdom of Lanka city, the abode of
Raakshasaas, the most desirable air-chariot called Pushpakam,
YakshaAddhiPathyam or Lordship with controlling authority of Yakshaas.

Pulasthyan was not happy about the action of his son, Vaisravanan. With
wrathful revenge Pulasthyan created the Muni called Visravas with half of
his own soul.

Having realized that his father’s half soul Visravas was angry with him
Raakshasesvara Kubera Vaisravanan tried to appease his father. He gave
three Raakshasees to his father, Visravas, for his service. Those
Raakshasa Sthrees were: Pushpolkkata, Raaka, and Maalini. Of them
Pushpolkkata begot two sons, Raavanan and Kumbhakarnnan on
Vaisravanan. Raaka begot twin children; a son named Kharan and a



daughter named Soorppanakha on Vaisravanan. And Maalini begot one
son named Vibheeshanan. Whereas according to most of the popular other
Raamaayanams Visravas begot four children; Raavanan, Kumbhakarnnan,
Vibheeshanan, and Soorppanaka on Kaikasi; the daughter of Sumaali and
Kethumathi.

When Vidhyujjinvan, husband of Soorppanakha, was killed in a
DhevaAsura battle which was led by Raavanan as the leader of Asuraas,
Soorppanakha complained to Raavanan that she lost her husband for the
sake of Raavanan. Then Raavanan asked Soorppanakha to go to
Dhandakaaranyam and stay with Kharan, her brother and select anyone
she finds suitable as her husband. We can interpret this as that Kharan is
her direct brother and Raavanan is only a cousin brother.

One of the issues | have noticed in RaamOpaakhyaanam is that according
to it Kumbhakarnnan was killed by Lakshmanan. But Kumbhakarnnan
being the second Aasuric birth of Vijayan, one of the guards and
Paarshadhaas of Vishnu Bhagawaan he should have been killed only by
Raaman, the incarnation of Vishnu Bhagawaan. Let me narrate the story:

[After Brahmadheva created Sanathkumaaraas, first Maanasa Puthraas, he
asked them to help him in creation of the universe. But Sanathkumaaraas
asked Brahmadheva how did learn and who taught him how to create the
universe. Brahmadhevan told them that he got the knowledge from
Vedhaas. Then they asked who the creator and author of Vedhaas is.
Brahmadhevan answered that Vedhaas were created by Vishnu
Bhagawaan. Then Sanathkumaaraas told Brahmadhevan that they are
staunch devotees of Vishnu and they wanted to go to Vaikunttam and
worship Vishnu.

Having disregarded the command of Brahmadhevan, he cursed
Sanathkumaaraas to be ever Kumaaraas or children of five years old.
Sanathkumaaraas considered this as a blessing, and they went to
Vaikunttam to meet the Paramaathma or Supreme Soul or Soul of souls
Sree Mahaa Vishnu. As they try to enter inside the gate, the gate keepers,



Jaya and Vijaya stopped them. They cursed Jaya and Vijaya to be born in
Asura Yoni or as Asuraas or wicked demons.

They went inside and met and worshipped Vishnu Bhagawaan. Vishnu
Bhagawaan pacified Sanathkumaaraas and at His request Jaya Vijaya got
curse release that after being born as Asuraas for three births and with
Vaira Bhakthi [devotion through enmity or hostility] and being killed by
Vishnu Bhagawaan they shall be able to come back as Vishnu
Paarshadhaas as His gate-keepers.

According to the curse Jaya and Vijaya were first born as Hiranyakasipu
and Hiranyaakshan. As we know Hiranyaakshan was killed by Varaaha
Avathaaram of Vishnu Bhagawaan and Hiranyakasipu was killed by
Narasimha Avathaaram of Vishnu Bhagawaan.

Then Jaya and Vijaya were born as Raavanan and Kumbhakarnnan. And
according to most of the Raamaayanams both Kumbhakarnnan and
Raavanan were killed by Sree Raaman, the incarnation of Vishnu
Bhagawaan.

And lastly Jaya and Vijaya were born as Dhanthavakthran and Sisupaalan.
And both Sisupaalan and Dhanthavakthran were killed by Sree Krishnan,
the incarnation of Vishnu Bhagawaan.

Lakshmanan is considered as incarnation of Ananthan. So here there is
conflict as Kumbhakarnnan was killed by Lakshmanan. | am confused
Vyaasa Bhagawaan wrote in Mahaa Bhaaratham that Kumbhakarnnan was
killed by Lakshmanan.]

One of the other exceptions in RaamOpaakhyaanam which is not seen in
most of the prominent Raamaayanams is about the hunchbacked
Mantthara, the maid of Kaikeyi. In RaamOpaakhyaanam like
Brahmadhevan commanded Dhevaas to be born as monkeys, apes,
chimpanzees, orangutans, etc. with their energy and power to support Sree
Raaman in killing Raavanan and other Raakshasaas; asked a
Ganddharvva lady called Dhundhubhi, to be born as hunchbacked



Mantthara, with specific instructions how to instigate and prompt Kaikeyi to
send Sree Raaman to forest in exile.

Other minor exceptions can be excluded.

Maarkkandeyan by narrating RaamOpaakhyaanam consoles and pacifies
Ddharmmaputhran by saying that as Sree Raaman could defeat the most
powerful Raavanan very easily with the help of monkeys alone,
Ddharmmaputhran, who has world conquerors like Arjjunan, etc., for
support could easily defeat Kauravaas.
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